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“I am satisfied with a recital when I feel that I’ve connected the 
audience with the composer’s original state of mind,” reflects pianist 
Leon Livshin. After receiving top prizes at several prestigious piano 
competitions in Italy, Germany, and the former USSR, Mr. Livshin 
turned his focus to the zeitgeist behind his repertoire. “Whether it’s 
Chopin or Scriabin – it is the idiosyncrasies of the man and the times 
that help shape the score its interpretation.” A pioneering artist of 
wide-ranging musical interests, Mr. Livshin performs extensively throughout 
Europe and the United States. He also enjoys an oversight role in a number 
of concert series and festivals in the New York City area. 
 
Mr. Livshin began his piano studies at age 5 at the music school for gifted 
children in his native Lithuania. He then studied at the Lithuanian Academy of 
Music and performed across Europe and the former Soviet Union. As a young 
performer he won numerous international young artists competitions. At age 
14 he was invited to play for Pope John Paul II at the Vatican.  
 
For his graduate studies, Mr. Livshin attended the Moscow Tchaikovsky 
Conservatory, following the Stuttgart Hochschule, where he received a 
Soloist diploma. In 1997, Mr. Livshin came to the United States on full 
scholarship to the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York, where he 
studied with renowned American pianist Barry Snyder. Additionally, Mr. 
Livshin holds a doctorate degree from the Stony Brook University. 
 
As a soloist and chamber music player, Mr. Livshin has performed at venues 
such as Carnegie Hall, Alice Tully Hall, the Kennedy Center, Merkin Hall, 
Steinway Hall, Cologne Philharmonic, Berlin Music HochSchulle, Vienna 
Koncerthaus, Zurich Town Hall, Moscow White Hall, Harvard Music 
Association and the United Nations. He has also been broadcast on National 
Public Radio, as well as classical radio in Boston and Rochester. Recent 
collaborations included the Borodin Quartet, Borromeo Quartet, Philip Setzer 
(Emerson Quartet), Pamela Frank, Dmitri Berlinsky. 
 
 


