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The last time the Michigan State University Opera Theatre
produced the beloved opera, “La Boheme” by Puccini was back in
2004. The company’s director, Melanie Helton, was new on the job
and had to hire a professional baritone to give her young cast some
maturity and strength.

For this production, 10 years later, things have changed, Helton
says.

“We have deep talent. We have so many talented singers now that
we’ll have a double cast for “La Boheme” this weekend, one for
Friday

and Sunday, and another for Saturday.”

This is a banner year for the opera company.
Last October they produced the most
popular opera in the world, Mozart’s “Magic
Flute” to try out their brand new digs at the
remodeled Fairchild Theatre and next
weekend they’ll be mounting the second
most popular opera, “La Boheme.”

Helton is giddy about the new hall.

“It’s transformed the college of music and the
opera theater. The sound is wonderful.
Despite a 60-piece orchestra in the pit,
everything fits beautifully.”

For many folks in the audience, the
conductor who directs the musicians in the
pit is the invisible man. Most people don’t
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IF YOU GO
“La Boheme” 
• When: 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 3 p.m. Sunday at
Fairchild Theatre, MSU Auditorium. 
• Tickets: $20 for adults, $18 for seniors, and $5 for
students, at music.msu.edu or at the College of Music
box office — in person at the Music Building, Room 102,
333 W. Circle Drive, or (517) 353-5340. Also available
at the door one hour before show. 
• Preview: Melanie Helton, director of MSU’s Opera
Theater, will preview the show 45 minutes before each
performance.

Most Popular Most Commented More Headlines

1

2

Graham Couch: Malik McDowell, Mark
Dantonio show maturity amid bizarre

drama

Co-owner of Lansing Asian grocery
store admits food stamp fraud

JOIN US ON:

  

ADVERTISEMENT

FEATURED: Green & White Michigander Photo galleries Videos Transforming Lansing Find what you are looking for ... SEARCH

News Communities Business Sports Things to do Life Voices & Views Obituaries

JOBS CARS HOMES APARTMENTS E-CIRCULARS CLASSIFIEDS LOCAL EATS SHOPPING LOG IN SUBSCRIBE ACTIVATE E-NEWSPAPER HELP

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C8vGs5Zw9U_C3J4XYwQGTzYHAAcX2g-sE_djG668Bg8iyoh8QASAAUN2ZvIH7_____wFgyY60iZCkoBGCARdjYS1wdWItNTcxNzA5MjUzMzkxMzUxNaAB467F4gPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSBAk_QUiLuIbMd3KAJ-tMoJ_mNwrFm1-fmmHmskD6ENC_4c38H6MJF8xkfpFwWzD4LpQ_zIW2Pm7k0G3QpnktUd-_7ZG3tTRLZCKtL39R7Pj0b8SHFmyUd8qZpue_QfrvoDakcNt-OUF0Nh7VkPZ9SJ5CfK8odCfmFQh6tszyeaRN5XB46SZ7dCap9aLQcdIWfPG40hnnJGQjUM7T0ajQB30vPkZRDC1dBipOBpfWjRDK2n9SYK6sFpM_dvAbJC8SF233QemLEA_u4rTsutIYULsmsZaa3TowMZg1ZnwOPqI2kiq3CiZEZI6OM5VEDC5zpOfs6s2NagfVdQD-6QmQVYevf4AQBoAYC&num=1&sig=AOD64_1FA4cSxSQUWIQ7g-Up9iVZ3wXrYA&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&adurl=http://yellowhose.com&nm=1
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/comments/article/20140401/THINGSTODO02/304010039/MSU-s-talented-singers-offer-La-Boheme-
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lansingstatejournal.com%2Farticle%2F20140401%2Fthingstodo02%2F304010039%2Fmsu-s-talented-singers-offer-la-boheme-&related=AnneErickson&text=MSU's%20talented%20singers%20offer%20'La%20Boheme'&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fon.lsj.com%2F1pFXif2&via=LSJNews
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lansingstatejournal.com%2Farticle%2F20140401%2FTHINGSTODO02%2F304010039
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lansingstatejournal.com%2Farticle%2F20140401%2FTHINGSTODO02%2F304010039&media=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lansingstatejournal.com%2Fodygci%2Ffirefly%2Fpinterest%2FA3.jpg&guid=XbsfPQzd83YM-0&description=MSU's%20talented%20singers%20offer%20'La%20Boheme'
javascript:void(null);
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20140401/thingstodo02/304010039/
javascript:void(null);
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/THINGSTODO
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/THINGSTODO02
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20140402/COLUMNISTS15/304020067/Graham-Couch-Malik-McDowell-Mark-Dantonio-show-maturity-amid-bizarre-drama
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20140402/NEWS01/304020044/Co-owner-of-Lansing-Asian-grocery-store-admits-food-stamp-fraud
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/facebook
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/twitter
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/rss
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CZZyi5Zw9U7_mJIjhwQHQsYDABcDa78QEAAAQASCotLwVUICguP76_____wFgyY60iZCkoBHIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgT3AU_QkRS-yxmhBiFTlZxnpRYBzUYzcWDszmwAsimAEoerwD963cHX0y3_7tIlEaOIBiLjzGSpv3-sxvJYyAQzXT39-Eue8zd2m2HmKz2i4yH6X7d34Cg56qqJjXLVR-U0bUQKMmRQ1cRsPAkMNRaAun0CK_CtVDnSvgC14xHhEYnW66sb7b8IkgPOowmEJ8zTBluRdy0iavoaUy1pLJkDrreOJTLlI9-WECJrJU84JTRs9xQiaMA2jrN8dywhcebMx23eh-QczWEV4zGOyBM4L8aX7lRn2m_upwOpyN8aV63IwgtWzD1Mym5jzGWBbIuRWMm4Kg4BCmzgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_3bJh9Pg0SAloYTG4_cAuJelU4vCw&client=ca-pub-7521520845913646&adurl=http://www.wowway.com/wow-online/aonline-midmichiganHSD%3Futm_source%3DLSJ.com%26utm_medium%3D300x600%26utm_campaign%3DMidMichiganLansingJournal&nm=1
http://www.greenandwhite.com/
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/michigander
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/galleriessectionfront?odyssey=mod%7Cgalleriespic
http://www.lsj.com/video
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/99999999/COMMUNITIES0304/130502007/Transforming-Lansing-1/special&theme=TRANSFORM&template=theme
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/news
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/communities
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/business
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/sports
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/thingstodo
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/life
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/opinion
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/lsj/
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/jobs
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/cars
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/homes
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/apartments
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/deals
http://www.sourceads.com/index_lsj.php
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/advertisers/misc/LocalEats.jpg
http://findnsave.lsj.com/
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/como?screen=login
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/subscription-options&gps-source=CPHPPRIMARY
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/como?screen=account-lookup
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/enewspaper
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/section/contactus


4/3/14 1:40 PMMSU's talented singers offer 'La Boheme' | Lansing State Journal | lansingstatejournal.com

Page 2 of 6http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20140401/thingstodo02/304010039/msu-s-talented-singers-offer-la-boheme-

see him when he’s conducting, and catch
only a glimpse of him during the cast-of-
thousands curtain call.

But in reality, Daniel Beckwith, the visiting
music director who will be wielding the baton
for “Boheme,” is totally in charge of all the
music this weekend.

In addition to the rehearsals he’s involved
with now, he also was at MSU in January
working with the singers.

Beckwith has an impressive resume, having conducted Chicago’s
Lyric Opera and making his Metropolitan Opera debut in 1995.

Beckwith was an assistant to James Levine, the legendary music
director of the MET for six years. He worked individually with each
singer, rehearsing all of the music, language and style. He also
worked with the orchestra. During a rehearsal, he was told that
Levine had an appointment and would be coming back late for the
rehearsal — could he please begin the rehearsal for him.

Knowing the music very well, Beckwith took the baton and
conducted the singers and orchestra for quite a while. Suddenly he
saw Levine back stage watching him work with the musicians. The
appointment story was a ruse — Levine just wanted to watch
Beckwith as the boss.

After the rehearsal, Levine told him, “You’ll be conducting ‘Don
Giovanni’ next year.”

Beckwith said, “I’ve never been so nervous and excited in my life.
There I was standing on the podium, and the entire stage filled with
singers and the MET orchestra was waiting for my downbeat.
Nothing would start without me.”

The conductor admits that some people see opera as stuffy; filled
with a foreign language they don’t know and with unfamiliar
classical music.

But he says opera is far more accessible now. “Most opera
companies now offer super titles (English translations projected
above the singers) and Broadway has influenced the stage
direction to be more energetic and the sets are beautiful. They say,
we listen with our eyes,” Beckwith said.

Although most Broadway shows are totally miked, Beckwith is
proud to say that very few operas are amplified today.

Beckwith now divides his time between university opera companies
and professionals. “I love to work with young singers,” Beckwith
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said. “They have no bad habits. In this case, I was here two years
ago to direct ‘The Tales of Hoffman’ and the two tenors I worked
with are now graduate students and I’m working with them in ‘La
Boheme.’ It’s a joy to do that.

“Also, the singers have great voice teachers at MSU and Melanie
had an international career before she came here, so she gives the
students wonderful training on the stage.”
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MSU's
talented
singers
offer 'La
Boheme'
Written by Ken
Glickman For the
Lansing State
Journal
Apr. 1, 2014 | lansingstatejournal.com

IF YOU GO

“La Boheme”• When: 8 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, 3 p.m. Sunday at
Fairchild Theatre, MSU Auditorium.•
Tickets: $20 for adults, $18 for
seniors, and $5 for students, at
music.msu.edu or at the College of
Music box office — in person at the
Music Building, Room 102, 333 W.
Circle Drive, or (517) 353-5340. Also
available at the door one hour before
show.• Preview: Melanie Helton,
director of MSU’s Opera Theater, will
preview the show 45 minutes before
each performance.

The last time the Michigan State
University Opera Theatre produced
the beloved opera, “La Boheme” by
Puccini was back in 2004. The
company’s director, Melanie Helton,
was new on the job and had to hire a
professional baritone to give her
young cast some maturity and
strength.

For this production, 10 years later,
things have changed, Helton says.

“We have deep talent. We have so
many talented singers now that we’ll
have a double cast for “La Boheme”
this weekend, one for Friday

and Sunday, and another for
Saturday.”

This is a banner year for the opera
company. Last October they
produced the most popular opera in
the world, Mozart’s “Magic Flute” to
try out their brand new digs at the
remodeled Fairchild Theatre and next
weekend they’ll be mounting the
second most popular opera, “La
Boheme.”

Helton is giddy about the new hall.
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