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Presents the

Maurice Ravel: 
Man of Mystery

Suren Bagratuni, cello

Dmitri Berlinsky, violin

James Forger, saxophone

Chen-Yu Huang, harp

Panayis Lyras, piano

Deborah Moriarty, piano

Derek Polischuk, piano

Richard Sherman, flute

ConCert Guide 

Dr. Kevin Bartig

7:30 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2015

Fairchild Theatre, MSU Auditorium Building

Maurice Ravel, Man of Mystery is generously sponsored
by Martin Fuchs and Friends

MSU Music

Joanne & Bill Church       West Circle Series
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Ma mere l’oye  
(Cinq pieces enfantines pour piano à quatre mains)

Pavane de la belle au bois dormant
Petit poucet
laideronnette, impératrice des pagodes
les entretiens de la belle et de la bête
le jardin féerique

Panayis lyras, piano 
derek Polischuk, piano

Piéce en forme de Habanera 

James forger, saxophone 
deborah Moriarty, piano  

Sonatine

Modéré
Mouvement de menuet
animé

Richard Sherman, flute
suren Bagratuni, cello
Chen-yu huang, harp

I n T e R M I S S I o n

Trio pour piano, violon et violoncelle  

Modéré
Pantoum: assez vif
Passacaille: très large
final: animé

deborah Moriarty, piano
dmitri Berlinsky, violin
suren Bagratuni, cello

P R o g R A M

Suren Bagratuni won the silver medal at the 1986 international 

tchaikovsky Competition while still a student at the Moscow 

Conservatory. he has toured worldwide, earning enthusiastic 

praise in both the traditional and contemporary repertoire. he 

has performed with major orchestras in the former soviet union, 

including the Moscow Philharmonic, and has also appeared with 

numerous orchestras in europe, asia, and north and south america. 

in addition to his solo activities, he performs as a member of trio 

nobilis, serves as artistic director of the Cello Plus music festival, 

and conducts master classes worldwide. a former faculty member 

of the new england Conservatory and the university of illinois, he 

is professor of cello, co-chair of the string area, and artist teacher at 

the Msu College of Music. he recently received the William J. Beal 

outstanding faculty award from Michigan state university.

Kevin Bartig has been awarded grants and fellowships by the John 

W. Kluge Center at the library of Congress, the andrew W. Mellon 

foundation, the american Council of learned societies, and the 

u.s. department of education. he is the author of Composing 

for the Red Screen: Sergey Prokofiev and Soviet Film (oxford 

university Press, 2013), as well as articles and reviews in The 

Journal of Musicology, Kritika, Notes, and Opera Musicologica. he 

was a lilly teaching fellow during the 2011-12 academic year, and 

in 2010 he received Msu’s prestigious teacher-scholar award. he 

is associate professor of musicology at the Msu College of Music. 

Dmitri Berlinsky took first prize in the Paganini International Violin 

Competition and was the winner of the Montreal international 

violin Competition, the tchaikovsky Competition, and the Queen 

elizabeth Competition in Brussels. he has performed in such 

major venues as Carnegie and avery fisher halls in new york, 

Kennedy Center in Washington dC, tokyo’s suntory hall, Great 

hall of the Moscow Conservatory, Mariinsky Concert hall, leipzig 

Gewandhaus, Berlin Philharmonic hall, Munich herkulessaal, 

Palais des Beaux arts in Brussels, Bonn Beethoven hall, le Place 

des arts in Montreal, and teatro Colon in Buenos aires among 

A R T I S T  B I o S
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others. he has performed with major orchestras in europe, 

russia, asia, and north and south america. Berlinsky has been 

the recipient of many awards including sony, Juilliard, yCa and 

Bagby foundations. he is associate professor of violin and artist 

teacher at the Msu College of Music, as well as artistic director of 

the southampton arts festival in long island, ny, and founder of 

the international Chamber soloists ensemble.

James Forger is dean of the College of Music at Msu. after earning 

undergraduate and graduate degrees from the university of Michigan, 

he began his career on faculty at east Carolina university. he joined 

the Msu faculty in 1979 and became director of the school of Music 

in 1990. during his tenure, the college has grown in quality and size, 

adding programs in jazz studies, ethnomusicology, collaborative 

piano, music theory pedagogy, piano pedagogy, early childhood 

music, and a performance diploma. the outreach dimension of 

the college has expanded with the founding of Community Music 

schools in east lansing and detroit that serve more than 2,500 adults 

and children weekly. in 2007 he led the transition of the school of 

Music, within the College of arts and letters, to the independent 

College of Music. he recently received the robert f. Banks award 

for institutional leadership from Msu. forger has maintained an 

active role as a saxophone performer appearing with orchestras in 

Grand rapids and Pittsburgh, Warsaw Philharmonic, and the Grand 

teton Music festival orchestra. forger has commissioned works by 

Milton Babbitt, John anthony lennon, david liptak, donald Martino, 

Charles ruggiero, and Morton subotnick.

Chen-Yu Huang, assistant professor of harp at the Msu College 

of Music, is known for her earnest musicianship. after receiving 

her B.f.a. in piano performance from national taiwan normal 

university, she continued her graduate study in harp performance 

and received her M.M., a.d., and d.M.a. at the university of 

illinois. she is currently the principal harp of the illinois symphony 

orchestra, and has recorded professionally with the sinfonia da 

Camera for albany records and illinois Wind symphony with the 

naxos label. her honors include third prize in the 2003 taiwan 

national harp Competition, winner of the state of illinois senior 

division in the 2007 american string teacher association’s 

National Solo Competition, finalist for the 2006 National Anne 

adams award auditions, winner of the 2008 string division 

Concerto Competition in university of illinois, and honorable 

mention for the lyon and healy awards 2011. she was also the 

winner of the Krannert debut artist award 2010 and a recipient for 

Kate neal Kinley Memorial fellowship 2010-2011, both for which 

she was the first harpist ever to be awarded. 

Panayis Lyras, winner of the silver medal at the 1981 van Cliburn 

International Piano Competition, and first prize winner of the Gina 

Bachauer and William Kapell international Piano Competitions, has 

been seen and heard by millions of television viewers on PBs and 

the a&e network. he has given recitals at lincoln Center and the 

Kennedy Center, and performed with the orchestras of Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh, st. louis, Baltimore, dallas, indianapolis, Minnesota and 

san francisco, among others. internationally, lyras has performed 

with the hong Kong Philharmonic, the orquesta filarmonica de la 

unaM in Mexico City, the orquesta filarmonica de Montevideo in 

uruguay, the Jerusalem and haifa symphony orchestras in israel, 

the national and Capetown symphony orchestras in south africa, 

and toured england and taiwan. he is professor of piano and artist-

in-residence at the Msu College of Music.

Deborah Moriarty is professor of piano and chair of the piano area at 

the Michigan state university College of Music, where she is a 

recipient of the distinguished faculty award.  a Massachusetts 

native, she made her debut with the Boston symphony orchestra at 

age 11. she has served on the piano faculty at the new england 

Conservatory of Music and the university of lowell. Moriarty 

attended the Curtis institute of Music, the Juilliard school, and the 

new england Conservatory of Music, where she received her Master 

of Music degree with honors. Major teachers include: russell sherman, 

theodore lettvin, and Beveridge Webster. a medal winner in the 

A R T I S T  B I o S  (Continued)



6     Joanne & Bill ChurCh West CirCle series — MauriCe ravel, Man of Mystery Msu ColleGe of MusiC — fairChild theatre 7

“Concours debussy,” she is an active recitalist and soloist with 

orchestras throughout the eastern united states. she has also 

performed in Belgium, Japan, Colombia, Mexico, China, italy, and the 

former soviet union. Moriarty is a founding member of the fontana 

ensemble of Michigan, and as an advocate of new music, has 

participated in numerous premiere performances including Milton 

Babbitt’s “Whirled series” at Merkin hall in new york City. she has 

recordings on the Crystal, CRI, Blue Griffin and Centaur labels.

Derek Kealii Polischuk is associate professor of piano and director 

of piano pedagogy at the Michigan state university College of Music. 

originally from san diego, Polischuk studied with Polish pianist Krzysztof 

Brzuza before attending the university of southern California thornton 

school of Music, where he completed the doctor of Musical arts 

degree with renowned concert artist daniel Pollack. at Michigan state 

university, Polischuk has been the recipient of the Curricular service-

learning and Civic engagement award, and the teacher-scholar 

award.  in 2013, he released a solo piano recording of impromptus by 

Schubert and Thomas Osborne on the Blue Griffin label.

Richard Sherman, professor of flute at the MSU College of Music, 

is active as a soloist and orchestral musician. he received a 

bachelor’s degree from the eastman school of Music, a Master of 

Music degree from northwestern university, and had postgraduate 

study at the royal College of Music in london. he has served 

as principal flute with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, 

and is currently principal flute with Chautauqua Symphony and 

lansing symphony. he has given performances with the Chicago 

symphony, the english Chamber orchestra, the detroit and toronto 

symphonies. he has performed as a soloist with many symphony 

orchestras including those in Columbus, rochester, youngstown, 

and Chautauqua. he has given master classes throughout the u.s., 

in australia, and in taipei, taiwan. sherman’s most recent album, 

“french album vol. ii: homage to Pedagogy,” was released on the 

Blue Griffin Recording label with pianist Ralph Votapek in 2013. 

sherman was recently awarded the College of Music’s dortha J. 

and John d. Withrow excellence in teaching award.

A R T I S T  B I o S  (Continued)
g I V I n g  T o  T H e  

C o L L e g e  o F  M U S I C

PRIVATe gIFTS play a vital role in our ability to maintain 

and enhance the quality of the programs we offer. donations 

support student scholarships, fellowships, program endowment, 

instrument acquisitions, guest artists, professorships, outreach 

activities, operations, and other crucial areas that make the College 

of Music an exemplary place of learning. to learn more about 

concert sponsorships and giving to the college, please contact the 

Advancement Office at (517) 353-9872.

SPonSoRSHIPS ARe STILL AVAILABLe FoR

opera theatre production (spring) – $5,000
faculty and guest artist recitals – $1,000

ReCognITIon 

sponsors will receive recognition in the form of event publicity, 

promotions, programs, and pre-concert announcements. 

Complimentary tickets will also be provided. for information, or 

to learn more about event sponsorships and giving to the college, 

please contact the College of Music Advancement Office at  

(517) 353-9872 or e-mail rebecca surian at surian@msu.edu.

See next page for a list of our 2014/15 sponsors.



Ken and Sandy Beall 
the french Connection

William David Brohn 
viva vivaldi

Kurt and Cheryl Burmeister 
opera – Cosi fan tutte

Joanne and Bill Church 
West Circle series

April Clobes and Glen Brough 
Bach Plus

Byron and Dee Cook 
viva vivaldi

Pam Dilley  
faculty recital – suren Bagratuni, cello 
and ralph votapek, piano

Martin Fuchs and Friends 
Maurice ravel, Man of Mystery and 
schubert and dvořák

Stanley and Selma Hollander  
Cello Plus Chamber Music festival and 
the silent Movie, 2015

Doug and the late Ginny Jewell 
Piano Monster

Hari Kern and the late  
Ralph R. Edminster, M.D. 
happy Birthday Mozart

Clare and Cecil Mackey 
scholarship: supporting the high C’s

Patrick and Victoria McPharlin 
Msu Professors of Jazz, september 
22, 2014

Michigan State University  
Federal Credit Union 
showcase series and  
spartan spectacular

Beth and the late  
Dr. Milton Muelder 
schubertiade

Craig and Lisa Murray 
a Jazzy little Christmas

Linda Nelson 
Msu – China iX “Master Pieces: a 
faculty fanfare of opera, Chinese, and 
american song” and “Musical shares: 
a youthful Celebration of opera, 
Chinese, and american song”

Jim and Elaine Rauschert 
Msu Professors of Jazz, february 13, 
2015

In memory of Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus Harold L. 
Sadoff, by Rosetta N. Reusch, 
Ph.D. and William H. Reusch, Ph.D. 
Bach Plus

Jerry Schuur and Elaine Karle Bach 
Plus

Drs. Lou A. and Roy J. Simon  
a fairchild fanfare

Todd and Beth Sinclair Family Jazz 
spectacular 

Linn Van Dyne and Mike Knox 
symphony orchestra – Gustav Mahler, 
symphony no. 3

WKAR 
faculty artist recital series

Wolverine Development 
Corporation, Joseph Maguire 
a Jazzy little Christmas

The Worthington Family 
Foundation 
2014-2015 opera season

THAnK YoU To oUR geneRoUS SPonSoRS
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