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Extra-curricular activities/volunteer work/community service:

One of the things I've been most proud of here is the clarinet quartet | started my sophomore year. What started as just something fun to
do in our free time turned into a serious performance group. We have developed a very long and diverse rep list, playing Beethoven
string quartets, Klezmer music, jazz, opera overtures, and even student composed pieces. On top of frequently performing in studio
recitals and at convocations, we have been lucky to have the opportunity to host our own outreach recitals at retirement homes in the
Lansing and Okemos areas.

My parents are active members of the Knights of Columbus, a Catholic fraternal service organization, and | have participated in events
with them for as long as | can remember. This has involved events like Coats for Kids, local fish fries during Lent, Special Olympics
ceremonies, packaging care baskets, golf outings, raffles, and more. It is incredible what the organization does for communities around
the world, and | am lucky to be a small part of it. | have also done volunteer work for my church back home, frequently ushering during
masses and performing during Christmas services.

Initiatives or Cooperation with fostering Diversity and Inclusion in the MSU Community:

| grew up in a town that was not very diverse, so coming to Michigan State has been one of the biggest eye-opening experiences of my
life. Throughout my studies as an education major, | have learned how to better accommodate my future students with different identities
and backgrounds, and | have seen these steps in action through observations at middle and high schools across Michigan. An important
thing | have learned is that | must put in the time and effort to make sure that all of my students have an educational experience where
they feel represented, appreciated, and that they can learn in a way that is most effective for them. | will do this my teaching diverse
music that is representative of my students' identities. It is also crucial that | include works of marginalized musicians to better
demonstrate the true spectrum of music history and repertoire.

| am also grateful for all of my incredible colleagues that | have met here who have shared their stories with me. A large proportion of my
combined studio is international students, and it has been interesting to hear about their homes, share their food, and learn about how
different going to school in Michigan is. | appreciate them, and everyone in the College of Music, for introducing me to different
experiences than my own.

Future goals upon graduation:

Once | graduate, | would love to become a high school band director. Not only would | have the opportunity to help students make
wonderful music, but it would also allow me to be a role model for kids going through challenging and transformative times in their lives.
Everybody needs someone to turn to, and my goal is to create a safe environment where they are able to freely express themselves and
have someone they trust to guide them. My clarinet is also not getting any rest after graduation; | will continue to play with the Saginaw
Eddy Concert Band, in which | have been a member for four years, and will participate in community pit orchestras. There is also a high
possibility that | will return to school to get a graduate degree in performing arts management. Most importantly, | will continue to learn.
As an educator, | know | have to continuously look for ways to better serve my students. This can be accomplished through conferences,
classes, and other forms of professional development. Additionally, | will be constantly improving how | teach based on what | learn from
my students. Learning from my students will help me grow as both a teacher and an individual.
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As a graduate, what do you think you will most value about your experience in the
college of music?

Without a doubt, my most valuable experiences have been with the people in this community. My experience here would
have been much more challenging if | had not had the support | did from faculty, staff, and students. | am not one to
acknowledge my accomplishments easily, but the faculty here has helped me develop my teaching and playing abilities
more than | could have imagined. At my lowest points, my friends and colleagues have been my strongest support,
whether it be talking through a difficult project or celebrating the achievement of my goals. The students here have
genuinely been some of the most incredible people | have ever met. | know that wherever | go and whatever | do, | have
people | can turn to for any questions | have or guidance | need.

What qualities do you believe are desirable in a student speaker and how do you
exemplify them?

While there are many important qualities a student speaker should have, | believe being personable and relatable are two of the most important. Educators must be friendly,
empathetic, and communicative. While many people practice these skills in their daily lives, these are all things that | have been specifically studying and practicing while at college. |
have had many opportunities to practice this in classrooms, but also all of my work experience outside of teaching has involved heavy engagement with the public. At both my school
and summer jobs, | was in managerial positions that involved being the main person that the public engaged with.

Of course, listeners also need someone that they can relate to and stay engaged with. | have made friends across many departments, both inside and outside of the College of Music,
and have listened to them talk about their experiences, been in class and rehearsed with them, watched their performances, and witnessed their growth. While | know that | cannot
speak for everyone, | believe that | can be a strong representation of music student life.

College is a great time for students to step outside of their comfort zone and learn new skills. | am no stranger to this because, even though | was strictly a band person, | have
learned how to lead jazz ensembles, taken jazz lessons, led a middle school orchestra, and joined a choir. | have also been in many ensembles where | have gotten to work with
peers of all ages, degree programs, and backgrounds. | hope that | can represent some aspect of being a music student, or a student in general, that everyone can relate to.

Provide a theme and/or brief outline of your intended speech

| like to think about graduation as the beginning of something new, rather than the sad ending of the last four years. | also want to
highlight that we will always have our Spartan community to turn to in times of need.

| know we all have mixed feelings about graduation. Some of us are anxious about what comes next, some of us are ready to be done
with classes, and some of us are sad to leave people behind. In fact, I'm sure many of us feel a mix of all these emotions. No matter how
nervous | get, or how sad | am to leave, | keep telling myself that while this may be the end of our chapter at MSU, it is also the
beginning of something new — something that | am confident will be rich with opportunities, experiences, new friends, learning, crying,
laughing, loving, ups and downs, and everything in between. MSU has prepared me the best it could for what comes next, and this is
why | am so confident that I, and all of us here, will soon be starting a new, exciting part of our lives.

In my speech, | will address that no matter what happens after graduation, we will always have a community to fall back on. Once a
Spartan, always a Spartan, and we are one of the strongest and most widespread communities you could find.

Please attach a copy of your resumel/vita.



.o e . 9673 Downing Road
((%l;)\;gl‘_g(l)g'senlk Birch Run, M1 48415

boreni6é@msu.edu

Music Education Experience

August 2022 - PRESENT
Corunna and Caro High School - Marching Band Sectional Staff

e | have taught flutes, clarinets, saxophones, and mellophones in week-long marching band
camps.

June 2026
Athena Music Summit - Muse

e | will be working with female-identifying high and middle school music students in sessions
on performance, leadership, and empowerment.

August 2026 - December 2026
Student Teaching

e | will be fulfilling my student teaching requirements at a Mid-Michigan school.

Performance Experience

August 2022 - Present
Saginaw Eddy Concert Band, Saginaw, MI - Musician

e | have been afull-time member of the clarinet section for four years, playing eight concerts
throughout the summer and one in the winter.

August 2022 - Present
Michigan State University Ensembles - Musician

e | have been a member of the MSU Concert Band, Symphony Band, Wind Symphony, and
Campus Choir. | also founded a clarinet quartet that has performed at woodwind
convocations and many outreach recitals.

January 2019 - March 2022
Muth Community Players, Frankenmuth, MI - Pit musician

e Performed in the pit orchestra for productions of Newsies, Peter Pan, and Matilda.

Work Experience

June 2020 - November 2025
Frankenmuth Aerial Park, Frankenmuth, MI - Course Operations Manager

e Spent six seasons at a ropes course and zipline park where | worked as a monitor,
Supervisor, Assistant Manager, and Operations Manager.

e Responsibilities included: interviews, hiring, training, scheduling, all day-to-day operations,
and all customer interactions.



September 2023 - May 2026
College of Music Event Staff, East Lansing, MI - Fvent Manager

e |spentone year working in the box office before being promoted to Event Manager.
e Responsibilities included: staffing events and all front-of-house operations.

August 2025 - May 2026
Main Office Staff, East Lansing, MI - Office Worker

e |aidinday-to-day operations in the front office of the MSU College of Music. This involves
processing recital and recording contracts, renting lockers and room keys, sorting room
reservations, answering patron phone calls, drafting recital programs, and more.

Education

September 2018 - May 2022
Frankenmuth High School, Frankenmuth, MI - High School Diploma

August 2022 - present
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI - Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education

e | am expected to graduate in the fall of 2026. Current GPA: 4.00.
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I know we all have mixed feelings about graduation. Some of us are anxious about what comes next, some of us are ready to be done with classes, and some of us are sad to leave people behind. In fact, I'm sure many of us feel a mix of all these emotions. No matter how nervous I get, or how sad I am to leave, I keep telling myself that while this may be the end of our chapter at MSU, it is also the beginning of something new – something that I am confident will be rich with opportunities, experiences, new friends, learning, crying, laughing, loving, ups and downs, and everything in between. MSU has prepared me the best it could for what comes next, and this is why I am so confident that I, and all of us here, will soon be starting a new, exciting part of our lives. 

In my speech, I will address that no matter what happens after graduation, we will always have a community to fall back on. Once a Spartan, always a Spartan, and we are one of the strongest and most widespread communities you could find. 




