
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY |  COLLEGE OF MUSIC 

Application for Student Speaker 
Spring and Summer Commencement, 2026 

Application Deadline February 25, 2026 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  __________________________ 

Major:  _________________________________ 

Instrument/Voice:  ________________________ 

Extra-curricular activities/volunteer work/community service: 

Initiatives or Cooperation with fostering Diversity and Inclusion in the MSU Community: 

Future goals upon graduation: 



MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY |  COLLEGE OF MUSIC 

As a graduate, what do you think you will most value about your experience in the 
college of music? 

What qualities do you believe are desirable in a student speaker and how do you 
exemplify them? 

Provide a theme and/or brief outline of your intended speech 

Please attach a copy of your resume/vita. 



 

David Ott 
3105 Krouse Rd, Owosso, MI 48867 - 989-460-7428 - ottdavid294@gmail.com  

EDUCATION 
Michigan State University  
Bachelor of Music in Music Education expected May 2026 
Michigan Certification in Music Pre K-12 (JQ) expected May 2026 
 

Teaching Experience 

●​ Student Teacher Williamston High School (2026) 
●​ Student Teacher Williamston Middle School (2026) 
●​ Corunna High School Drum Major, Visual Coordinator, and Drumline Field instructor (2024-) 
●​ Ovid-Elsie High School High Brass, Saxophone, and Field instructor (2023-) 
●​ Frankenmuth High School Trumpet, Mellophone, and Field instructor (2022) 

 

Performance Experience 

●​ Michigan State University; 
○​ Symphony Band (2023-2025) 
○​ Symphony Orchestra (2023) 
○​ Concert Band (2021-2022) 
○​ Spartan Marching Band (2021-2024)  

 

Other Work Experience 
●​ Spartan Marching Band Physical Operations Staff  

○​ Instrument Inventory and Repair Team (2025) 
○​ Logistics and Operations Team (2023-2024) 

 

Professional Organizations 
●​ Kappa Kappa Psi national service fraternity for university and college bands 

○​ Leadership Development committee chair (2022-2025) 

 

​
 

References Available Upon Request 



 

REFERENCES 

Dr. David Thornton 
517-355-7654 
dtt@msu.edu 

Dr. Arris Golden 
517-353-6934 
goldenar@msu.edu 

Prof. Corbin Wagner 
248-225-7271 
wagne198@msu.edu 
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	Name: David Ott
	Email Address: ottdavid@msu.edu
	Major: Music Education
	InstrumentVoice: Horn
	Text1: Spartan Marching Band/Physical Operations Staff



Kappa Kappa Psi
	Text2: 
	Text3: To pursue a career in teaching young students the joy of music at both the High School and Middle School levels. I hope to teach band for the forseeable future, and see no other path for myself other than this. 
	Text4: The connections, no amount of excerpts, scales, or songs can replace the people I've come to know or the experiences I've shared with them. I may not have ever been the most impressive player, but I will never be able to replace or forget the people who got me this far. 
	Text5: A student speaker should have experienced many different things in college, and be able to speak to those experiences in their own unique story. 



I know that I am not some incredibly traveled figure, but I have a unique story that I've not heard of another person experiencing in college. I failed, and thought I couldn't fix it, but through my many colleagues and friends I made it. 
	Text6: Fail forward. As musicians we're often told 2 concepts constantly in our learning. Failure is okay, and that we should strive for perfection. I found in my time in college that the former is often more frequent the latter. As we fail in music, and in life, it can be often extremely disheartening. I'm sure many of us have seen friends of ours not be able to finish the journey of music, because failure and fear creep into the art we love so dearly. I myself found that I was very close to that ledge, almost to the point of losing the passion itself. I rekindled it by changing my mindset and deciding that it was more than acceptable to "fail forward." That is not to excuse failure, but to never allow it to hinder you from progressing forward. I failed many times these past 5 years, but here I still am finishing the goal I set for myself. So as we step out into our new world, and away from these halls, we should never allow failure to prevent us from reaching our goals. 


