
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY |  COLLEGE OF MUSIC 

Application for Student Speaker 
Spring and Summer Commencement, 2026 

Application Deadline February 25, 2026 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  __________________________ 

Major:  _________________________________ 

Instrument/Voice:  ________________________ 

Extra-curricular activities/volunteer work/community service: 

Initiatives or Cooperation with fostering Diversity and Inclusion in the MSU Community: 

Future goals upon graduation: 



MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY |  COLLEGE OF MUSIC 

As a graduate, what do you think you will most value about your experience in the 
college of music? 

What qualities do you believe are desirable in a student speaker and how do you 
exemplify them? 

Provide a theme and/or brief outline of your intended speech 

Please attach a copy of your resume/vita. 



Eli Rachlin​
Jazz Trumpeter • Educator • Composer • Bandleader​

336-302-7317 | rachline@msu.edu
 

AWARDS & HONORS 

●​ Winner of the National Trumpet Competition (2025) 
●​ DownBeat Magazine #1 Top Collegiate Jazz Soloist Award (2025) 
●​ Detroit Jazz Festival Collegiate Combo Competition Finalist - (2025) 
●​ Outstanding Trumpet Soloist - National Collegiate Jazz Championship (2026) 
●​ Outstanding Soloist, Notre Dame Collegiate Jazz Festival (2023) 
●​ International Trumpet Guild Jazz Competition - Semi Finalist (2025) 
●​ 3rd Place, MSU Running Start Competition (2025) 
●​ Dean’s List, Michigan State University (2022–present) 

 
 
ARTISTS PERFORMED/RECORDED WITH 
 
Terrell Stafford, Sean Jones, Benny Bennack III, Marquis Hill, Dwight Adams, Geoffrey Keezer, 
Jazzmeia Horn, Rene Marie, Ryan Keberle, Rodney Whitaker, Michael Dease 
 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Michigan State University – East Lansing, MI​
 Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies (2022–2026) 

●​ Studying under Anthony Stanco 

Cedar Ridge High School – Hillsborough, NC (2018–2022) 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE  

●​ Interlochen Arts (2023) 
●​ Teaching Assistant - MSU College Of Music (2022-24) 
●​ Arts Administration - Detroit Community School Of Music (2024-25) 
●​ Instrument Repair - Marshall Music Company (2025) 

 


	Name: Eli Rachlin
	Email Address: rachline@msu.edu
	Major: Jazz Studies
	InstrumentVoice: Trumpet
	Text1: 
In addtion to all of my musical accolades and awards, I also:
- Am the Michigan State Chapter Leader of NSCS (National Society for Collegiate Scholars)
- Have over 500 community service hours since freshman year
- Am employed with the Community Music School In Detroit (Arts Administration/Outreach)

Extra-curricular activities include: Powerlifting, Writing and Publishing 2 books, Finance, etc.


	Text2: 
- I work with the Community Music School (CMS) in Detroit to help reach communities without ample opportunities in music (lessons, performances, concerts, classes, etc.)
- I have worked with Running Start to use the 2 books I wrote during my time at MSU to continue my outreach into communities similar to that of CMS across Michigan/East Coast  
- Worked as a TA in the Theory Department to extend educational access to everyone in the College of Music
	Text3: - I will attend Graduate School at The Juilliard School or Peabody Conservatory
- I will continue getting more books published and creating musical/educational materials in jazz that are meant to reach diverse and underpriveleged communities
- I will continue achieving more and more awards and in doing so, more people will attend Michigan State when they see my success including:  Winning the National Trumpet Competition, winning a DownBeat Award, winning several outstanding soloists awards at major jazz festivals across the country, placing highly in MSU’s Running Start Competition etc
	Text4: 
I will graduate from the College of Music with the certainty of a continued career in music. Unlike most other music programs in the country, MSU significantly trained and prepared me musically, professionally, and academically to begin my career confidently once I leave. I took advantage of most of the abounding opportunites that the College of Music provides, and in my full immersion to the college, have become a well-rounded, well-prepared, young proffesional who is equipped to do whatever I want in music and to acheive my dreams. 
	Text5: 
A student speaker must be unique: someone who stands out in the community. They must have a strong, charismatic voice, a message that moves people, and the ability to inspire others from all different backgrounds. I attain all of these qualities naturally and students from several other studios talk frequently about how they look up to me, are inspired by the things I say, and how I have impacted their lives in a positive way. I have the influence and a message worthy of communicating that will leaves students empowered, not bored.

	Text6: 
The overall theme of my speech is going to be: 

Music Is Service: Farewell And Forward

In this speech, I will discuss the way that we take our collegiate exprience and use it to serve, living for something bigger than ourselves and to make global impacts.


