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January 22, 2026

Top Honors for MSU Jazz at National Collegiate Jazz Championship 

Contact: MSU College of Music Communications Office, Rick Seguin, 517-353-9958, seguinr@msu.edu

EAST LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan State University Jazz Studies program earned a second-place finish at the 2026 National Collegiate Jazz Championship, held January 17–18 at Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York City. MSU was one of 10 collegiate programs nationwide invited to participate in the prestigious competition.

Led by Rodney Whitaker, University Distinguished Professor of Jazz Bass, MSU’s Jazz Orchestra I delivered standout performances throughout the two-day invitational. This marked MSU’s fourth appearance at the championship, with the program placing in the top three each time, including a first-place finish in 2022. In addition to the second-place national honor, more than 20 individual MSU jazz students earned honors, recognizing excellence across brass, rhythm section, woodwinds, and vocals. The second-place finish also earned the program a $7,500 award.

MSU’s participation included performances by Jazz Orchestra I and Jazz Nonet I, with guidance from Associate Director of Jazz Studies and Associate Professor of Jazz Guitar Randy Napoleon. Associate Professor of Vocal Jazz Carmen Bradford also traveled with the group, marking the first time MSU included a vocalist in the competition.


“Jazz is about growth, connection, and dedication to the art form,” Whitaker said following the awards ceremony. “Our students worked hard and represented MSU with skill, focus, and professionalism on a national stage.”

Outstanding Sections: Rhythm—Alonso Umana Chan, Sarah Whitaker, Sam Melkonian, and Joseph Fielder Jr.; Trombone—Miles Cole, Aidan Clark, Lexi Hamner, Charles Scanlan, and Arthur Motl; Trumpet—Eli Rachlin, Jauron Perry, Joel Reaves, Surafael Tamre, and Carter Haugen.

Individual Honors: Outstanding Trombone—Aidan Clark, Miles Cole, and Lexi Hamner; Trombone, Honorable Mention—Charles Scanlan; Outstanding Trumpet—Eli Rachlin; Honorable Mention, Trumpet—Surafael Tamre; Outstanding Alto Saxophone—Thomas Noble and Mason Reinhardt;  Honorable Mention, Clarinet—Paloma Cobbs-Silva; Honorable Mention, Baritone Saxophone—Alvin Paige; Outstanding Bass—Jonathan Hilliard; Outstanding Piano—Kevin Eisenberg; Outstanding 
Guitar—Daniel Li; Vocals, Honorable Mention—Amanda Jane Ross. 

Travel for the MSU Jazz Studies program was made possible through donor support, including contributions to the College of Music Ensemble Travel Fund, a donor-funded resource that helps student ensembles take advantage of significant opportunities and represent Michigan State University on a national and global stage.

See the full article, including photos from the National Collegiate Jazz Championship posted to the MSU College of Music website.
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