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February 27, 2026

Contact: Michael Sundermann, MSU College of Music Communications Office, 517-353-2043, sunderm7@msu.edu 

MSU Jazz Orchestras with Legendary Drummer Harvey Mason 
Multi-GRAMMY nominated artist returns as MSU Federal Credit Union Jazz Artist in Residence. 
EAST LANSING, Mich. — Legendary jazz drummer Harvey Mason, a multiple GRAMMY-nominated artist known for his influential work across jazz, funk, and fusion, returns to Michigan State University as part of the MSU Federal Credit Union Jazz Artist in Residence program, March 9–15, 2026.
Mason will perform with the MSU Jazz Orchestras on Sunday, March 15 at 3 p.m. in Pasant Theatre at Wharton Center. The concert is Mason’s second residency at MSU since his previous visit in December 2017.
During the weeklong residency, Mason will work closely with MSU jazz students through rehearsals, masterclasses, and mentoring activities. The residency also includes a statewide tour with MSU jazz ensembles, bringing performances and educational outreach to communities across Michigan. These appearances provide audiences with opportunities to experience jazz at a high artistic level — featuring both a renowned guest artist and MSU student musicians — while helping inspire the next generation of jazz performers and listeners.
Now in his 25th year as director of jazz studies at Michigan State University, Rodney Whitaker said Mason’s return provides an important opportunity for students.
“Harvey Mason is one of the truly influential voices in jazz,” said Whitaker. “His drumming continues to shape modern jazz, and having him in residence with our program is an incredible opportunity. Our students and jazz fans alike will get to witness a master whose sense of groove and creativity has influenced generations.”
MSU Instructor of Jazz drums Randy Gelispie emphasized Mason’s depth of experience and collaborative spirit.
“Harvey is one of those musicians who’s done it all,” said Gelispie. “He’s played with just about everybody, and he brings a lifetime of experience to the bandstand. What I love is how generous he is with students — they get to hear from a true collaborator who continues to inspire today’s jazz tradition.”
The March 15 performance represents the culmination of the residency, featuring Mason with the MSU Jazz Orchestras in a program of bebop and swing drawn from the repertoire of the great jazz masters.
The MSU Federal Credit Union Jazz Artist in Residence program brings internationally recognized jazz performers to campus each year for extended residencies that combine performances with educational activities.
Along with Mason, guest artists during the 2025–26 season include trumpeter Sean Jones, who launched this year’s residency in October, René Marie (jazz vocals), and concludes with Anat Cohen (jazz clarinet and saxophone, Apr. 18, 2026), part of the annual Jazz Spectacular Series.
Reserved-seating tickets at the door are $19 for adults, $17 for seniors (age 60 and older), and $9 for students with ID and anyone under 18. Tickets may also be purchased online (music.msu.edu/events) or by calling (517) 353-5340; a processing fee of $1.50 applies.

The residency schedule for Mason, along with details about remaining guests are continued on the next page.
2025–2026 Jazz Artists in Residence Schedules

Harvey Mason, drums, March 9–15, 2026
For a complete bio, visit: https://harveymasonmusic.com/bio/
Mon, Mar. 9 – 6:00 PM: Blue Mondays, MSU Federal Credit Union
Wed, Mar. 11 – 6:30 PM: Workshop/Concert, MSU Community Music School, Detroit
Thu, Mar. 12 – 7:00 PM: Grosse Ile High School, Grosse Ile Township
Fri, Mar. 13 – 7:30 PM: The Carr Center, Detroit
Sat, Mar. 14 – 3:00 PM: The Alluvion arts venue, Traverse City
Sun, Mar. 15 – 3:00 PM: Concert with MSU Jazz Orchestras, Wharton, Pasant Theatre, East Lansing

Anat Cohen, clarinet and saxophone, April 13–18, 2026
For a complete bio, visit: https://www.anatcohen.com/about
Anat Cohen is an internationally celebrated clarinetist and saxophonist known for her expressive virtuosity and blending of jazz, Brazilian choro, and traditional styles. Born in Tel Aviv and trained at Berklee, she has won multiple awards, performed globally, and built a reputation for joyful, dynamic performances. Whether leading her own bands or collaborating with others, Cohen brings warmth and inventiveness to every stage.
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